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COMMUNITIES — FOOD RELIEF LEADERSHIP ROUNDTABLE 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [9.05 am]: I rise to inform the house of 
the Food Relief Leadership Roundtable that the Premier and I hosted recently at Hale House. We were joined by 
the Western Australian Council of Social Service, along with representatives from the community services, food 
relief, government and commercial sectors, including Coles, Woolworths and IGA. This was the first gathering of 
its kind in Western Australia. The aim is to deliver a coordinated and collaborative approach to managing food 
insecurity and better nutrition outcomes for vulnerable Western Australians. 
The Food Relief Leadership Roundtable was established in response to the recommendations of the “WA Food 
Relief Framework Report”, which I launched in October last year. The report found that charitable food services 
in Western Australia had all recorded increases in the demand for food relief. It also noted that the food relief 
sector continues to face challenges in meeting demand, despite excess food waste in many parts of the state. The 
round table provided a forum to discuss ways to ensure that the sector is properly resourced to respond to the increased 
complexity facing people experiencing food insecurity. The discussion focused on the various ways in which 
community services, retailers and other industry partners can contribute to support vulnerable Western Australians. 
In particular, there was a shared desire to connect services and resources more cohesively to reduce service 
isolation and provide better outcomes for the community. 
Now the work begins to set up a coordinated and collaborative approach to manage food insecurity and provide 
better nutrition outcomes for vulnerable Western Australians. I would like to thank everyone who has contributed 
to the work on the Food Relief Framework, which brings us closer to meeting the challenges of food insecurity in 
our state and developing long-term solutions to this problem. 
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